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For years, organizations have relied on Microsoft’s Key Management Service (KMS) to activate Windows devices at scale, While KMS helped enable broad
deployment scenarios, modern organizations increasingly require stronger assurances around device identity and activation integrity. Microsoft has
continued to enhance activation capabilities with innovations that leverage hardware-backed validation to provide stronger protection against activation

misuse and improve trust in device identity.
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As attackers have exploited fake or cloned KMS servers, organizations face increased compliance and licensing risk. Microsoft is now further
strengthening defenses with KMS Hardware-Secured, which uses Trusted Platform Module (TPM)-based attestation to help verify that a KMS host is

running on trusted hardware before it can activate Windows devices.
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